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Wellington  (Salop)  Rural  District  Council. 


This  Report  is  again  presented  in  an  abbreviated  form  to 
comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  More 
detailed  information,  however,  has  been  given  in  relationship  to 
factories  and,  in  this  connection,  particulars,  under  separate 
cover,  have  been  supplied  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  major  part  of  the  number  of  cases  brought  to  notice  in 
the  year  has  been  due  to  the  large  total  for  Measles.  Apart  from 
this  little  requires  comment  beyond  the  unusual  number  of  cases 
of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  —  an  eye  disease  in  infants.  Again 
a  complete  freedom  from  Diphtheria  can  be  recorded. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

This  disease  was  wide  spread  over  England  and  Wales  in  the 
late  summer  and  autumn  and  this  district  had  two  cases.  These 
were  removed  to  hospital,  where  they  were  treated. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Births. 

The  Rate  for  this  has  been  higher  than  that  generally 
prevailing,  while  the  Deaths  in  the  same  category  have  been 
above  normal. 

General  Deaths. 

This  Rate  is  slightly  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales. 
Tuberculosis. 

A  slight  rise  in  the  total  on  the  Register  has  to  be  recorded 
for  the  year,  but  the  increase  has  not  been  so  pronounced  as  in 
previous  years.  The  Deaths  from  this  complaint  have  been 
solely  pulmonary  and  approximate  closely  to  the  general  average. 

Miscellaneous. 

The  work  of  the  Department  has  been  considerable  as  an 
extensive  area  covering  both  industrial  and  rural  sanitary  service 
has  to  be  satisfied.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  reported  in  the 
relevant  section  his  estimation  of  the  results  of  this  work,  but 
with  the  limited  staff  available  due  regard  has  to  be  paid  to  the 
conjectural  aspect  of  his  estimate. 

In  presenting  this  Report  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
takes  this  opportunity  of  thanking  his  Colleagues  for  their 
courtesy  and  continuous  co-operation  in  the  working  of  the 
Department  and  in  the  compilation  of  this  Report. 
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SECTION  “  A.” 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (in  acres)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  54,584 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  Resident  Population  . .  20,460 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1947)  according  to 

Rate  Books  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5,855 

Rateable  Value  ..  ..  ..  ..  (approx.)  £116,000 

Sum  represented  by  one  penny  rate  . .  . .  . .  £453 

Persons  per  acre  (calculated  on  population)  . .  . .  -37 


Population  and  Social  Conditions. 

The  Registrar  General’s  Return  for  Estimated  Population 
for  the  mid-year  1947  shows  that  there  has  been  a  slight  fall  com¬ 
pared  with  1946. 

The  district  continues  to  be  well  served  by  train  and  bus 
transport.  The  busiest  centre  is  at  Donnington,  from  which 
services  radiate  over  a  considerable  area,  a  particularly  noticeable 
addition  being  a  service  to  Wolverhampton.  It  is  anticipated 
that  the  County  Towns  will  shortly  be  linked  with  the  Donnington 
area  by  direct  bus  service. 

Housing  shortage  in  the  industrial  areas  of  the  district 
necessitates  the  transporting  of  considerable  numbers  of  employees 
from  outside  the  district  each  day. 

Recreational  and  social  entertainment  at  Donnington  are 
lacking  outside  the  Central  Ordnance  Depot,  but  a  move  has  been 
made  by  the  Social  Club  to  establish  premises  outside  the  Depot 
with  a  view  to  extending  these  activities.  Opportunities  offered 
by  the  redundancy  of  certain  service  buildings  at  High  Ercall 
have  been  readily  seized  by  the  community  in  that  locality  and 
the  buildings  are  now  in  use  as  a  social  centre. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Live  Births. 


Males. 

234 

12 

Females. 

231 

18 

Totals. 

465 

30 

246 

249 

495 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Totals 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  . .  . .  24-19 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  (England  and 

Wales)  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  20-5 
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Still  Births. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Males. 

7 

Females. 

4 

Totals. 

11 

Totals 

7 

4 

11 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  Births 

Deaths. 

..  21-7 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Total  number  of  deaths 

114 

122 

236 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  . .  . .  . .  11-53 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  (England  and  Wales)  . .  12-0 

Infantile  Mortality. 

All  Infants,  per  1,000  live  births  . .  . .  . .  . .  48-5 

All  Infants,  per  1,000  live  births  (England  and  Wales)  . .  41-0 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  live  Legitimate  Births  .  .  49-4 

Illegitimate  Infants,  per  1,000  live  Illegitimate  Births  . .  33-3 

Males.  Females. 


Total  number  of  Infant  Deaths. 

Legitimate  .  .  . .  11 

Illegitimate  . .  . .  — 

Deaths  from  :  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Measles  (all  ages) 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 
Maternal  Mortality. 

Under  this  heading  there  was  one  death. 


12 

1 

39 

1 


Chief  Causes  of  Death. 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

Whooping  Cough  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Measles  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Diphtheria  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Maternal  Causes  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Cancer  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  39 

Intra  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  . .  . .  . .  . .  31 

Heart  Disease  and  Circulatory  Disturbances  . .  . .  74 

Respiratory  Diseases  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  18 

Influenza  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  — 

Nephritis  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Premature  Births  and  Congenital  Malformations  . .  . .  18 

Diabetes  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Abdominal  Disease  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  6 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  — 

Violence  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 
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SECTION  “  B.” 

General  Provision  for  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

Ambulance  Service. 

The  joint  service  of  the  Oakengates  and  Dawley  Urban 
Councils  and  Wellington  Rural  Council  inaugurated  last  year  has 
proceeded  satisfactorily.  An  additional  modern  ambulance  was 
acquired  from  the  County  Council  during  the  year  and  together 
with  the  present  ambulances  should  form  an  efficient  nucleus 
for  the  start  of  the  service  under  the  National  Health  Act. 

The  Joint  Committee  can  look  with  considerable  satisfaction 
on  the  achievements  of  their  labours  and  will  be  content  with  the 
knowledge  that  their  ambulance  service  will  offer  little  difficulty 
in  being  incorporated  in  the  general  County  Scheme  in  1948. 

Mortuary  Service. 

The  joint  interest  with  the  Dawley  and  Oakengates  Urban 
District  Councils  has  been  furthered  during  the  year  by  representa¬ 
tion  to  the  Home  Office  for  the  release  of  buildings  at  Donnington, 
and  plans  have  been  prepared  in  anticipation  of  the  Ministry 
permitting  the  use  of  these  buildings  as  a  mortuary.  Delay  has 
been  occasioned  in  the  handing  over  of  the  buildings  and  this  has 
prevented  any  arrangement  being  made  to  put  the  necessary 
adaptive  work  in  hand. 

SECTION  “  C.” 

Refuse  Disposal  and  Collection. 

No.  of  Parishes  in  district.  20. 

No.  of  Parishes  where  refuse  is  collected.  9. 

Frequency.  In  four  of  the  parishes  which  are  urban  in 
character  refuse  is  collected  fortnightly ;  in  the  remaining  five 
parishes  collection  is  made  monthly.  Refuse  is  also  collected  on 
request  from  properties  in  the  remainder  of  the  area  as  far  as  present 
labour  will  allow.  A  new  vehicle  is  on  order  and  delivery  is 
anticipated  in  the  new  year  when  it  is  hoped  that  the  outlying  portions 
of  the  district  will  be  more  effectively  served. 

Methods  of  collection  (direct  labour  or  contract).  Direct 
Labour. 

Mechanised  or  horse  transport  ?  Mechanised  —  two  vehicles 
employed. 

Methods  of  disposal  (tipping  or  incineration).  Refuse  is 
disposed  of  by  tipping  and  the  results  leave  much  to  be  desired.  The 
method  is  largely  dictated  by  the  labour  available. 
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Dustbins.  A  further  supply  of  bins  was  obtained  for  sale  to 
householders  during  the  year  and  approximately  100  were  disposed  of. 

Is  controlled  tipping  in  operation  ?  No. 

General  Observations.  Refuse  collection  has  been  well 
maintained  in  the  areas  scavenged,  but  it  will  be  necessary  to 
keep  up  and  possibly  augment  the  labour  strength  if  any  attempt 
is  to  be  made  to  extend  the  scavenging  service  to  the  whole  of  the 
district. 

Salvage. 

System.  Periodic  collection  from  shops  and  from  house¬ 
holders  on  request. 

Vehicles.  One  lorry  ;  part-time. 

Personnel.  Part-time. 

Storage.  Shed  at  Hadley. 

Profit  or  Loss.  The  collection  and  disposal  of  salvage  in  the 
district  has  never  been  carried  out  at  a  profit  and  it  is  difficult  to 
imagine  how  a  Rural  District  can  organise  such  a  service  to  meet 
even  the  expenses  incurred. 

Comments.  This  service  has  of  necessity  been  neglected  on 
account  of  labour  difficulties.  Much  reorganisation  is  necessary 
to  awaken  again  the  interest  of  the  householders  and  induce  them 
to  become  salvage-minded  as  during  the  war  years. 

Disinfestation  and  Control  of  Vermin. 

Rat  Control.  Work  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act 
and  Infestation  Order  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council  staff 
specially  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

Private  Properties.  Complaints  of  infestation  on  private 
properties  are  forwarded  to  the  County  Council  and  the  premises 
dealt  with  by  that  Authority  under  contract  with  the  householder. 

Council  Undertakings.  All  sewage  disposal  works  and  refuse 
tips  under  the  Council’s  control  are  treated  by  the  County  Rat  Officers 
under  contract.  A  very  small  amount  of  infestation  was  found  in 
one  area. 

Industrial  and  Public  Undertakings.  A  number  of  industrial 
undertakings  in  the  district  have  standing  contracts  with  the  County 
Council  for  the  periodic  baiting  and  poisoning  of  rats  on  their 
premises. 

Vermin  Control. 

Few  complaints  have  been  received  in  this  respect,  but  in 
such  cases  which  have  arisen  treatment  with  Zaldecide  and 
D.D.T.  by  the  householders  under  the  guidance  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  has  achieved  good  results. 
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Person.  No  cases  have  arisen  for  the  cleansing  of  verminous 
persons. 

Clothes  and  Bedding,  Homes.  The  few  cases  which  have  been 
dealt  with  were  treated  with  Zaldecide  and  D.D.T.,  with  successful 
results. 

Comments.  A  few  infestations  of  flies  and  ants  have  been 
dealt  with  and  successful  results  achieved  by  spray  treatment  with 
Zaldecide  containing  D.D.T.  and  10%  D.D.T.  powder  applied 
with  a  powder  blower. 


Water. 

1.  No.  and  source  of  water  schemes  of  which  the  District 

Council  and  adjoining  Authorities  are  the  Water 
Undertakers.  9. 

No.  of  houses  served  by  (1).  3,641. 

Population  served  by  (1).  12,743. 

2.  No.  and  source  of  water  schemes  owned  by  private  persons.  5. 

No.  of  houses  served  by  (2).  175. 

Population  served  by  (2).  602. 

3.  No.  of  houses  served  by  private  wells  1,731. 

Population  served  by  (3).  6,016. 

4.  No.  of  houses  supplied  by  standpipe.  314. 

5.  Has  any  water  supply  in  the  district  been  unsatisfactory  in 

quality  and/or  quantity?  Yes  ;  the  privately  owned  and 
public  supplies  at  Roden,  Kynnersley  and  Tibberton 
have  all  been  suspicious  or  unsatisfactory  in  quality. 

It  is  felt  that  a  supply  should  have  been  available  for  the 
Preston  and  Kynnersley  area  from  the  10-inch  main  of 
the  Wellington  Urban  District  Council,  but  it  is  a  matter 
of  regret  that  this  supply  has  not  yet  materialised. 

5a.  Chlorination.  All  public  supplies  originating  from  the 
boreholes  of  the  Rural  District  Council,  the  Wellington 
Urban  District  Council  and  the  Borough  of  Wenlock  are 
chlorinated  at  source. 
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6.  Sampling. 


Supply. 

No. 

°f 

Bad. 

exams. 

No. 

of 

Chem. 

exams. 

Before/ 

After 

Chlorina¬ 

tion. 

Satis¬ 

fac¬ 

tory. 

Un- 

satis- 

fac- 

tory. 

Great  Bolas  (borehole) 
Waters  Upton  (bore- 

2 

1 

Before 

2 

1 

hole) 

High  Ercall  (R.A.F. 

1 

1 

Before 

2 

— 

supply) 

1 

1 

After 

2 

— 

Roden  (borehole) 

3 

— 

Before 

— 

3 

Kynnersley  (well) 

3 

— 

Before 

1 

2 

Tibberton  (well) 

3 

— 

Before 

— 

3 

Lilleshall  (borehole)  . . 
Waterloo  Road,  Edg- 

3 

— 

After 

3 

— 

mond  (well) 

1 

— 

Before 

— 

1 

High  Ercall  (well) 
Grove  Farm,  Lilies- 

1 

— 

Before 

— 

1 

hall  (well)  .  . 

1 

-* 

Before 

— 

1 

Dawley  supply 

Green  Farm,  Tibber- 

3 

— 

After 

3 

— 

ton  (well)  . . 

1 

— 

Before 

— 

1 

7.  Extensions  or  repairs  to  existing  Water  Works.  Nil. 

8.  Extensions  or  repairs  to  existing  Water  Mains.  Nil. 

8a.  New  connections  to  homes,  etc.  6. 

9.  Difficulties  met  with  during  year  in  relation  to  works  or 

mains,  such  as  lack  of  supply,  pressure,  machinery, 
breakdowns,  etc.  As  during  the  previous  year  consider¬ 
able  shortage  was  experienced  at  times  in  the  Red  Lake, 
Mossey  Green  and  Lawley  Bank  areas  due  to  difficulties 
encountered  by  the  supplying  authority.  A  supply  was 
afforded  by  means  of  the  Council’s  water  cart  during  such 
periods.  An  active  start  was  made  during  the  year  on 
the  works  for  the  new  supply  from  the  Shifnal  area  and 
by  the  year  end  considerable  progress  had  been  made. 

10.  New  Water  Works  or  Water  Main  Schemes  inaugurated  or 
work  commenced.  A  scheme  for  the  supply  of  water  to 
the  villages  of  High  Ercall  and  Roden  from  the  Air 
Ministry’s  supply  was  prepared  by  the  Council’s  Con¬ 
sultant  Engineer  during  the  year  and  the  Ministry’s 
approval  is  now  awaited. 
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11,  General  Observations.  Further  meetings  have  taken  place 
during  the  year  of  the  Authorities  who  have  agreed  to  form 
a  Joint  Water  Board  and  the  unanimity  of  those  Authori¬ 
ties  has  permitted  the  preliminaries  of  the  scheme  to  be 
carried  through  without  difficulty.  Confirmation  of  the 
scheme  is  expected  in  the  new  year  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  the  new  Board  will  be  in  operation  in  April,  1949. 

Public  Baths  and  Wash-Houses. 

There  are  no  public  baths  and  wash-houses  in  the  district. 

General  Sanitary  Matters  dealt  with  during  Year. 

1.  Premises  in  such  a  state  as  to  be  a  nuisance  (excluding 

structural  matters).  61. 

2.  Privy  and  Pail  Closets  converted  to  Water  Closets.  17. 

Houses  re-drained.  20. 

No.  of  Houses  connected  to  Sewer.  71. 

3.  Offensive  Accumulations.  5. 

4.  Nuisances  arising  from  water  courses,  ditches,  etc.  4. 

5.  Public  Lavatories.  The  Donnington  and  Ketley  areas  have 

hopes  that  this  very  necessary  service  will  become  available 
in  these  localities  very  shortly. 

Exchange  of  Toys  for  Rags. 

During  the  year  the  attention  of  the  Council  was  drawn  to  the 
malpractice,  particularly  in  the  Donnington  area,  of  rag  merchants 
offering  toys  in  exchange  for  rags  in  contravention  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936.  One  case  in  particular  was  reported  to  the 
Council  and  it  is  considered  unfortunate  that  proceedings  were 
not  instituted  in  this  case.  The  law  was  framed  with  a  view  to 
preventing  the  possible  spread  of  disease  from  infected  or  ver¬ 
minous  clothing  or  rags  coming  into  contact  with  toys  distributed 
to  children.  Many  of  the  rag  collectors  are  fully  aware  of  the 
law  in  question  and  as  a  means  of  complying  without  interfering 
with  their  business  have  resorted  to  offering  young  chickens  in 
exchange  for  rags.  This  practice  has  been  observed  by  your 
Sanitary  Inspector  on  several  occasions,  and  while  no  action  can 
be  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Act  it  is  felt  that  the  attention 
of  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals 
might  be  directed  thereto. 

Places  of  Entertainment. 

The  cinema  at  Hadley  has  been  inspected  and  several  matters 
relating  to  cleanliness  have  been  attended  to.  The  Garrison 
Theatre  at  Donnington  is  a  War  Department  property,  and 
cannot  therefore  be  dealt  with  officially.  It  is  known,  however, 
that  this  theatre  is  well  conducted.  Other  places  of  entertainment 
in  the  district  consist  of  parish,  village  and  memorial  halls  and 
generally  conform  to  reasonable  standards  of  hygiene  and 
sanitation. 
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Elementary  and  Secondary  Schools. 

There  are  no  secondary  schools  in  the  district.  The  Education 
Act  has  probably  sealed  the  fate  of  some  of  the  elementary 
schools,  while  those  which  are  to  remain  will  be  provided  with 
proper  sanitation,  drainage  and  facilities  for  the  provision  of  hot 
meals.  A  commencement  was  made  during  the  year  on  a  new 
junior  school  on  the  Donnington  Estate  to  accommodate  250 
children  between  five  and  seven  years  of  age.  This  will  partly 
satisfy  a  much-needed  want  in  that  locality. 

Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

1.  No.  of  sewage  works  owned  by  District  Council.  7. 

No.  of  houses  dealt  with  by  public  sewers.  2,906. 

2.  No.  of  private  sewage  disposal  works.  2. 

No.  of  houses  dealt  with  by  these.  35. 

3.  Extensions  or  repairs  to  existing  sewage  works  or  sewers.  Nil. 

4.  New  schemes  for  works  or  sewers  inaugurated  during  the 

year.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  an  active  start  was 
made  on  the  laying  of  a  sewer  to  serve  the  village  of  Church 
Aston.  The  sewer  is  to  be  connected  to  the  sewer  of  the 
Newport  Urban  District  Council  and  will  deal  with 
drainage  from  some  30  existing  houses  and  a  school  and 
10  new  houses  in  course  of  erection. 

Plans  have  been  prepared  by  the  Consultant  Engineer 
for  the  sewering  of  the  village  of  High  Ercall,  and  treatment 
of  the  sewage  at  the  Air  Ministry’ s  sewage  disposal  works 
which  the  Council  have  agreed  to  take  over  at  an  agreed 
valuation.  It  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  possible  to  proceed 
with  the  scheme  in  the  new  year. 

6.  Difficulties,  if  any,  encountered  in  operating  works  or  sewers. 

The  drying  of  sewage  sludge  has  been  increasingly  difficult 
at  the  Hadley  Sewage  Disposal  Works  during  recent 
years  and  it  was  decided  to  commence  the  work  of  rebuilding 
these  lagoons  during  the  year  under  review.  Work  was 
actually  commenced  towards  the  end  of  the  year  by  direct 
labour,  but  has  been  delayed  somewhat  by  the  limited 
labour  available  and  the  urgency  of  other  work. 

Flooding  of  the  irrigation  land  at  Hadley  has  once 
again  become  evident  and  it  is  becoming  apparent  that 
the  modernising  of  these  works  by  the  provision  of  bacterial 
filter  beds  is  a  matter  which  has  to  receive  consideration 
by  the  Council  within  the  next  year  or  two. 

The  work  on  the  provision  of  new  sewage  pumping 
plant  at  Leegomery  has  virtually  been  at  a  standstill 
during  the  year  due  to  delay  in  delivery  of  the  pumping 
machinery  and  motor  by  the  contractors  and  the  provision 
of  the  necessary  power  line  by  the  Electricity  Authority. 
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It  is  hoped  that  no  delay  will  be  countenanced  when  the 
necessary  materials  are  delivered  or  provided,  as  the 
existing  plant  is  daily  in  danger  of  breakdown. 

SECTION  “  D.” 

Housing. 

New  Council  Houses.  Permanent  Houses. 

Total  No.  of  Houses  in  schemes  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  : 

(а)  Traditional.  160. 

(б)  Prefabricated.  12. 

Total  No.  of  Houses  for  which  sites  are  prepared  in  1947.  36. 

Total  No.  of  Houses  completed.  33. 

No.  of  Houses  completed  in  1947.  27. 

No.  of  Houses  in  progress.  139. 

New  schemes  inaugurated.  8. 

New  Private  Houses. 

No.  of  plans  for  new  Houses  submitted.  48. 

No.  of  plans  for  new  Houses  passed  and  licensed.  16. 

No.  of  new  Houses  completed.  4. 

No.  of  new  Houses  in  progress.  16. 

Existing  Houses. 

Clearance  Areas  and  Individual  Unfit  Houses.  It  is  a  matter 
for  regret  that  the  erection  of  new  houses  has  progressed  so  slowly 
and  in  consequence  the  rehousing  of  families  from  unfit  houses  has 
barely  been  touched.  When  it  is  realised  that  there  are  still  in  this 
area  nearly  100  houses  which  were  scheduled  as  individual  unfit 
houses  or  included  in  clearance  areas  some  12  to  15  years  ago  the 
condition  of  these  houses  at  the  present  time  can  well  be  imagined. 
To  describe  the  condition  of  many  as  appalling  is  no  exaggeration, 
and  it  is  a  depressing  thought  to  realise  that  it  may  be  several  years 
yet  before  such  houses  can  be  demolished. 

Overcrowding. 

Here  again  the  delay  in  the  building  of  new  houses  can  be 
blamed  for  the  fact  that  little  change  has  taken  place  in  the  over¬ 
crowding  position  in  the  area.  The  Housing  Committee,  however, 
have  co-operated  in  the  difficult  task  of  letting  new  houses  by  allocating 
several  to  extremely  bad  cases  of  overcrowding. 

Housing  Repairs. 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts.  111. 

No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose.  159. 

No.  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  ht  by  informal 
action.  17. 
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Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(< a )  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  Housing  Act, 
1936- 

No.  of  Houses  requiring  repair.  Nil. 

No.  of  Houses  rendered  fit  after  formal  action.  Nil . 

( b )  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

No.  of  Houses  requiring  repair.  11. 

No.  of  Houses  in  which  defects  remedied  after 
formal  action.  11. 

Council  Houses. 

Repairs  and  General  Management.  The  management  of  the 
Council’s  Estates  continues  to  be  carried  out  efficiently  by  your 
Housing  Manager  and  his  staff  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  he  is 
finding  it  possible  to  alter  the  complexion  of  some  of  the  houses  by 
redecoration  work. 

The  assistance  and  co-operation  of  the  Housing  Department 
with  the  Public  Health  Deportment  in  housing  matters  in  general 
throughout  the  district  can  be  regarded  with  considerable  satisfaction. 

Army  Hutments  occupied  by  Squatters  and  under  Super¬ 
vision  by  District  Council. 

The  difficult  task  of  converting  and  adapting  the  ex-A.T.S. 
Hutments  on  the  Estate  at  Donnington  to  temporary  dwellings 
has  been  completed  during  the  year  by  your  Sanitary  Officers, 
and  control  of  the  buildings  has  now  been  taken  over  by  your 
Housing  Manager.  The  nature  and  appearance  of  these  buildings 
are  such  that  the  Council  will  have  no  regrets  at  their  demolition 
when  they  have  served  their  purpose.  It  is  to  the  credit  of  your 
Sanitary  Officers,  however,  that  the  scheme  was  satisfactorily 
carried  out. 

Of  the  many  ex-Service  huts  in  the  remainder  of  the  district 
the  majority  have  been  occupied  by  squatters.  A  portion  of  one 
encampment  was  taken  over  by  the  County  War  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee  as  a  hostel  for  displaced  persons  and  is 
serving  a  useful  purpose.  The  remainder  of  the  huts  and  buildings 
which  might  have  been  adapted  as  temporary  dwellings  have 
become  so  derelict  due  to  vandalism  that  it  seems  the  only 
possible  course  to  adopt  is  to  follow  the  lines  suggested  by  this 
destructive  element  and  complete  the  demolition  of  the  buildings. 

The  position  of  a  number  of  these  encampments  in  the  High 
Ercall  area  is  causing  concern  to  the  farmers  of  the  land  on 
account  of  trespass  and  the  wastage  of  valuable  agricultural  land. 

While  the  Council  fully  appreciate  and  regret  this  position, 
it  is  a  matter  not  of  their  own  making  but,  nevertheless,  one  which 
they  will  strive  to  correct  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 
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Moveable  Dwellings. 

Little  trouble  has  been  experienced  during  the  year  from 
van-dwellers.  The  few  cases  dealt  with  have  moved  within  a  few 
days  after  being  requested  to  do  so. 

Civil  Building  Licensing.  The  year  has  shown  a  marked 
increase  in  the  amount  of  work  dealt  with  by  your  Public  Health 
Department  in  connection  with  Building  Licensing.  The  variety 
and  volume  of  work  carried  out  under  licence  has  been  con¬ 
siderable  and  credit  is  due  to  the  officers  concerned,  whose 
interpretation  of  the  many  circulars  received  has  lead  to  so  little 
difficulty  being  experienced. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  in  August  of  this  year  the 
Government  felt  obliged  to  introduce  a  ban  on  the  erection  of 
houses  by  private  enterprise.  Undoubtedly  the  labour  and 
materials  difficulties  necessitate  such  a  step  being  taken,  but  it  is 
hoped  that  the  ban  will  be  short-lived. 


SECTION  “E.” 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  District  continues  to  be  served  from  the  central  abattoir 
at  Shrewsbury,  and  such  meat  is  subject  to  re-examination, 
locally,  as  is  required. 

Food  Premises. 

No.  of  Premises  where  food  is  sold,  prepared  or  stored.  46. 
No.  of  Inspections  of  above.  42. 

Action  taken  in  respect  of  deficiencies  found  under  Section  13 
(F.  &  D.  Act,  1938).  Nil. 

No.  of  Premises  registered  under  Section  14  (F.  &  D.  Act, 
1938)— 

(a)  Manufacture  of  meat  products.  Nil. 

(b)  Ice-cream  premises.  2. 

No.  of  Inspections  of  above.  10. 

Action  taken  in  respect  of  deficiencies  found  under  Section  13 
(F.  &  D.  Act,  1938).  Nil. 

1.  No.  of  Slaughter  Houses  in  district.  None  in  use. 

2.  No.  of  Persons  licenced  to  stun  and  slaughter  animals  in 

slaughter  houses  and  knackers’  yards.  11. 
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3.  Action  taken  with  regard  to  inspections  of  slaughter  houses, 
shops,  stalls,  and  vehicles,  and  places  where  food  is 
prepared.  Inspection  of  carcases  at  the  Newport  slaughter 
house  has  continued  to  be  shared  by  one  of  your  Sanitary 
Officers  with  officers  of  Shifnal  Rural  and  Newport  Urban 
Districts.  No  difficulties  have  been  experienced  during 
the  year  and  the  meat  inspected  has  been  on  the  whole  of 
good  quality.  By  far  the  greater  proportion  of  the  meat 
condemned  was  from  casualty  animals. 

Ice-Cream. 

The  introduction  of  the  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment) 
Regulations  is  the  first  step  towards  the  hygienic  control  of  an 
article  of  food  which  is  universally  popular.  While  it  is  not 
anticipated  that  many  premises  in  your  district  will  be  affected 
it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  dirty  handling  of  ice-cream  during 
or  after  manufacture  may  lead  to  serious  results  and  often  small 
establishments  as  found  in  a  Rural  District  may  be  concerned 
rather  than  the  larger  ones  in  the  towns. 


Other  Foods  Inspection. 


Tinned  Foods  Condemned. 

No.  of  tins. 

Meat 

8 

Fish 

13 

Fruit 

2 

Vegetables 

— 

Milk  . 

40 

Fresh  and  Dried  Foods  Condemned. 


Fish. 

Fruit . 

Weight 

Weight 

Kind. 

in  lbs. 

Kind. 

in  lbs. 

Fish  Fillets 

396 

Peaches  . . 

73 

14 


Vegetables. 

Miscellaneous. 

Kind. 

Weight 
in  lbs. 

Kind. 

Weight 
in  lbs. 

Swedes 

Potatoes 

Red  beet 

6,720 

4,256 

392 

Ham 

Eggs 

8i 

330  eggs 

Milk. 

No.  of  cowkeepers  and  milksellers  on  register.  333. 

No.  of  above  cowkeepers  and  milksellers  who  hold  licences 
under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1936,  in  respect  of — 


Tuber - 

culin 

A  cored- 

Pasteur - 

T  ested. 

ited. 

ised. 

(a) 

Establishments  of  producers 

and  bottlers 

5 

3 

— . 

(b) 

Establishments  of  producers 

only  .  . 

29 

40 

— 

(c) 

Establishments  licensed  to 

pasteurise  milk 

— 

- — • 

1 

(d) 

Establishments  licensed  to 

bottle  T.T.  Milk 

2 

— - 

— 

(«) 

No.  of  supplementary  or 

dealers’  licences  issued 

4 

r  1 

No.  of  inspections.  70. 

Comments. 

Continued  co-operation  with  the  County  Sanitary  Officers 
has  resulted  in  an  increase  in  the  total  number  of  Accredited  and 
Tuberculin-Tested  Producers.  It  seems  possible  that  with  a 
little  persuasion  more  farmers  might  be  prevailed  upon  to  find  a 
place  amongst  the  producers  of  designated  milks  in  the  district 
as  the  principle  involved  is  only  that  applicable  to  production  of 
clean  milk,  which  should  be  practised  by  all  producers. 
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SECTION  “  F.” 

Factories  Act,  1937.  Part  I. 


Inspections. 

No.  on 
Regis¬ 
ter.  - 

No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions. 

No.  of 

Written 

Notices. 

No.  of 
Occup¬ 
iers 
Prose¬ 
cuted  . 

(1)  Factories  in  which  1,  2, 
3,  4  and  6  sections  are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

39 

33 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

39 

33 

— 

Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found. 


No.  of  Cases  in  which  Defects 
were  found. 

Particulars. 

Found 

Rem - 
edi/ed  « 

Refe 

To 

H.M. 

In- 

spec. 

rred 

By 

H.M. 

In- 

spec. 

Pro¬ 

secu¬ 

tions. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors 

_ 

Sanitary  conveniences  .  . 
(a)  Insufficient  .  . 

4 

2 

3 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defec¬ 
tive 

3 

2 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

9 

6 

— 

3 

— 

16 


Part  8  of  the  Act. 

Outwork  Sections  110  and  111.  Nil. 

SECTION  “  G.” 

Prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  Infectious  and 

Allied  Diseases. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  notified  during  the  Year,  together  with  the  number  of 
Deaths  : — 


Disease. 

Cases  notified. 

Deaths. 

1946 

1947 

Scarlet  Fever 

17 

14 

_ - 

Whooping  Cough 

75 

36 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

2 

— 

Measles 

172 

396 

1 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

22 

16 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebrospinal  Fever 

— 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

1 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

11 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

6 

Incidence  of  Disease  in  Various  Age  Groups. 


Years. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Acute  Polio 
Myelitis. 

Measles. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

5 

1 

— 

— 

6 

1 

— 

— 

37 

33 

3 

3 

1 

4 

5 

— 

— 

53 

38 

5 

1 

2 

10 

5 

— 

— 

79 

104 

10 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

9 

16 

15 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

7 

25 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

8 

age  un- 

known 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

5 

9 

24 

12 

2 

■ 

185 

211 

17 


Pneumonia. 

Erysipelas. 

Cerebrospinal 

Fever. 

Years. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

15 

1 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

45 

2 

3 

— 

2 

— 

— 

65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

age  un¬ 
known 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

8 

8 

3 

3 

— 

1 

Scabies. 

Since  the  closure  of  the  centre  at  Newport  few  cases  of  this 
complaint  have  come  to  hand  and  such  as  have  have  been  able 
adequately  to  be  dealt  with  through  the  services  of  the  Health 
Visitors  and  County  Clinics. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

This  continues  under  dual  administration  —  the  County 
Authority  being  responsible  for  the  clinical  side  of  this  work. 
With  the  experience  of  time  and  practice  in  the  working  of  this 
scheme  it  is  possible  to  now  form  a  more  accurate  assessment  of 
the  position  and  the  proportion  of  child  life  protected  in  the  area 
The  results  of  this  service  are  amply  evidenced  in  the  continued 
freedom  in  the  area  from  diphtheria. 


No.  of  children  immunised 
Estimated  child  population 
Approximate  percentage 


Over  1 
but  under 

5  years 
but  under 

Total. 

5  years. 

15 

974 

2,720 

3,694 

1,897 

3,045 

4,942 

50 

89 

75 

Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  notified  cases  on  the  Register  at  December 
31st,  1947,  and  the  comparative  numbers  for  1945  and  1946  are 
as  follows  : — 
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Males. 

Females. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

1945 

77 

75 

46 

83 

281 

1946 

81 

79 

46 

87 

293 

1947 

80 

83 

45 

88 

296 

New  Cases. 

Pulmonary,  11.  N on-Pulmonary ,  10.  Total,  21. 


Death  Rates. 

Wellington.  England  and 


Rural  Wales. 

Death  Rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  per  1,000  population  . .  -537  -470 

Death  Rate  from  Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  per  1,000  population  —  -*079 


Total  Death  Rate  (all  forms)  . .  -537  *549 


There  were  11  deaths  from  Pulmonary  and  none  from  Non- 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  Table,  1947. 


Age 

Group. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-  5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-  i 

5-15 

— 

— 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-25 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

25-35 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

35-45 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

45-55 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55-65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

T  otals 

9 

2 

7 

3 

9 

2 

— 

— 

19 


Cancer. 


The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  in  1947  was  17  males  and 
22  females.  Total  39. 


Death  Rate  per  1,000,000  living 


Wellington  England  and 
Rural  Wales. 

1906  1853 


Date,  5th  August,  1948. 


W.  A.  M.  STEWART, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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